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drone; causing serious bodily in-
jury with a drone; smuggling con-
traband into a prison with a drone;
or otherwise using a drone in the
commission of another felony.

Currently, the most pertinent 
state law on the books regarding 
drones is one that establishes
“reckless operation of an aircraft” 
as a misdemeanor offense. 

According to a Hawai‘i Police De-
partment statement, no violations 
of that law have been recorded in 
Hawai‘i County in the past year.

Tommy Johnson, director of the 
state Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation, said there have

been several incidents of drones
flying over state correctional facili-
ties — which is prohibited by the
Federal Aviation Administration —
and at least two instances of 
drones attempting to smuggle
drugs into prisons.

While Johnson said those smug-
gler drones were intercepted, he
added that the next incident might 
not be so easily defused.

“It’s kind of a nightmare sce-
nario,” Johnson said. “What if it’s a
weapon next time? That could lead 
to a hostage situation.”

Johnson said he believes the 
measures should be uncontrover-
sial, saying they merely preempt 
dangerous actions that will likely
become more prevalent as drone
technology improves and prolifer-
ates.

“Some people who use drones
might not like it, but they’re not
trying to stifle drone technology,” 
Johnson said.

Nonetheless, at least one per-
son doesn’t like the bills: public 
testifier Michael Rice wrote at a
hearing for HB 1869 earlier this 
month that he opposed the mea-
sure because “if I wanted to help
develop a drone armed with a 
taser for police use I’m now pre-
vented from doing so because of
this … law.”

The Senate Judiciary Committee 
deferred SB 2194 on Wednesday. 
No future committee hearings for
HB 1869 have yet been scheduled.
•••
Reporter Michael Brestovansky 
can be reached at mbrestovansky@
hawaiitribune-herald.com.

in Hilo, will evaluate claims 
as the fund’s administrator.

“It’s important to have 
someone that is local who 
really understands the peo-
ple of our state — also the 
people of a rural commu-
nity,” Green said.

Ibarra said $25 million of 
the fund would be reserved 
for the seriously injured. 
He said up to $10 million 
more would be made avail-
able for the injured if 
there’s money remaining af-
ter families of those killed 
have been compensated.

Green said if there’s
money left over after all 
claims have been paid, 
the balance will be re-
turned to the funders in
proportion to the amount 
they donated. The gover-
nor said it’s unlikely that
all survivors will file 
claims.

“I would be very sur-
prised if 100 percent of
people took this offer be-
cause some people will 
find that it’s better to liti-
gate. That is absolutely 
OK,” he said.

The fund is named “One 
‘Ohana” after the Hawai-
ian word for family. It be-
gins accepting 
applications on March 1.
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Students explore turning points in history
Kaua‘i District 
History Day sends 
projects to state 
level competition
Dennis Fujimoto
THE GARDEN ISLAND

LIHU‘E — Seventeen 
projects by students in 
grades seven through 12 
will advance to the state 
level History Day after 
judging and interviews by 
a panel of 14 judges, many 
from the Kaua‘i Commu-
nity College (KCC) during 
Kaua‘i District World His-
tory at the KCC Learning 
Resource Center on Satur-
day.

“Students from Island 
School, Kapa‘a High 
School and the Myron B. 
Thompson Academy gath-
ered to showcase their re-
search projects as part of 
the annual Hawai‘i History 
Day competition run by 
the Hawai‘i Council for the 
Humanities,” said Aiko Ya-
mashiro of the Kaua‘i co-
ordinators.

“The theme of the com-
petition this year was 
Turning Points in History, 
inspired by Ka Malu Ulu o 
Lele, the famous bread-
fruit groves of Lahaina. 
This local embodiment 
was chosen for its exam-
ple of how a turning point 
in history can also be a 
turning point for the fu-
ture.”

Students were free to 
select topics they were in-
terested in that were 
“turning points in history 
resulting in a wide range 
of interests stemming 
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Andres, 17 grandchildren and 
15 great-grandchildren.

Friends may visit with the 
family on Friday, March 8, 2024, 
at Holy Cross Catholic Church 
in Kalaheo. Visitation starts at 
8:30 a.m., Mass to be cele-
brated at 10 a.m., and burial to 
follow.

Garden Island Mortuary is 
assisting the family with ar-
rangements.

merous uncles, aunts,
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.

Services will be held on 
Saturday, March 16, 2024.
Family and Friends are wel-
come to visit from 12 p.m. to
2 p.m. at the Nishida/Agena 
residence at 1070 Puuopae
Rd. in Wailua. Lunch will be
served.

Garden Island Mortuary 
assisted the family with ar-
rangements.

COURTESY OF THE KAUA‘I QUILT SHOW

Guest presentor Sue Kanoho, of the Kaua‘i Visitors Bureau, and Toni Wass, of the Kaua‘i 
Quilt Show, presented the People’s Choice winner to Louise Olney and her “Hawaiian Trea-
sure” on Feb. 21, 2024, at the final day of The Kaua‘i Quilt Show. Other winners included Er-
ika Hessheimer with her “Cosmic Twist” and Mary Ching with her “Blue Moon.” Wass and 
the Quilt Guild will be hosting a workshop series from April 14 through 21, 2024, at the 
Kaua‘i Society of Artists gallery at Kukui Grove Center.

Left: Island School teacher and coach Pat Gegen tries to keep his students at 
ease on Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024, while the students wait their turn at the judges 
interview at the Kaua‘i District History Day held at the Kaua‘i Commuinity Col-
lege Learning Resources Center.

from the influence of Papa Rosenthal (IS). He Pwo: Papa Mau a me 
Mau and Hokule‘a to the Junior Exhibit: “The Ha- Hokule‘a” Kolohaiaheahe 
annexation of Hawai‘i, the waiian Annexation” Lilia Kuhaulua (IS).
Columbine High School Eddy, Keira Parker, Eva- Junior Website: “The 
Massacre, and more. Rose Rapp (IS), “Patsy Wright Brothers” Tanner 

Rie Ombrello and Mink: Her Contribution to Miller, Aiden Godinez (IS), 
Sachiko Kobayashi offered Title IX” Malia Teves, Ja- “The Best of the Beatles” 
students hands-on demon- navi Srikanth (IS), “The Oliver Templeman (IS), 
stration in ikebana while Discover of Penicillin” Sol “Stonewall Riot Activism” 
the group waited their Herrera (IS). Alina Evanoff (Myron B. 
turns at the Judges Inter- Senior Exhibit: “The Thompson Academy A 
view. Germ Theory” Ashlyn New Centure PCS).

Worley, Sadie Stiglmeier, Senior Website: “The 
History Day Nayah Cornell (IS), “Fall of Columbine High School 
Qualifiers the Berlin Wall” Lisa Braga Massacre, A Turning Point 

Junior Division: “The In- (IS), “The Invention of the For Schools” Julius Iglesia 
troduction of the Internet” Colt Revolver and its ef- Jr. (KapHS), “Romulus 
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Bowen (IS), “Call it Cour- Amelia Tingle (IS). Callum Raine, Spencer 
age: A Recollection of Senior Paper: “The Inva- Cook, Mohalapua Silver-
9/11” Sofia Lewis (IS), sion of Poland” Dylan ston (IS), “Ripples of In-
“The Jungle: A Book that Leitenberg (IS). famy: Unraveling the 
Changed the Food Packing ‘Olelo Senior Perfor- Tapestry of Pearl Harbor” 
Industries Forever” Cora mance: “Ua Po Ke Ao a Ao Sean Lottertmoser (IS).
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op right: Alina Evanoff, a first-time entrant into the 
istory Day, waits for judges beside her Junior Web-

ite entry, “Stonewall Riot Activism.” Bottom right: 
sland School student Kolohaiaheahe Kuhaulua 
hows off her ‘Olelo Senior Performance History 
ay project.
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